" ritory we might acquire from Mexico, and

——

:r:ch made by Mr. Rathban, of New York, on
4 nr:m thbun said : =
v w to the Missouri compromise,
Whi!:: ::mfe:::n asked him 1o adhere. How wa;
it carried? By thirteen northern votes, (he bogg
the number would not be enlarged now ;) by thir-
teen northern voles abandoning their constituents,
and failing 1o do what they were bound in con-
science and honor, and upon their responsibilily
AR represcotutives, o do, They were I:rnu:d in

conscience 1o vole sgainst that compromise.
That was the time for the north to have ac-
cepted the olive-brunch, which was so repeat-
edly held out to her by the south. But, instead
of doing so, it was indignautly rejected, and the
institations of the south were angrily assailed,
particularly by those who were eta_rmi{ied to
exclude the south from all participetion in ter

ap
propriate it to themselves.

In 1848, while the Oregon bill was before
Congress, Mr. DovcLas again proposed to ex-
tend the Missouri line to the Pacific ocean. It
was not only voted down, but the Wilmot pro-
viso was engrafted on the bill,

n of which was thohuﬂumil:ﬁ:

L
mmm

The south op
bill abolishing ve-trade in the District of
Columbis, because an unjust diserimination
was made by it against slave y, and be-
cause she be{iav the ntto be an alarm-

ing and dangerons one, and might be made use
o!gu an entering wedge to still further en-
croachments upon her. : :
While no southern jurist of any distinction
admitted that the Mexican laws were in force
excluding slavery from the Territories of Utah
and New Mexico, after ovr Constitution had
been extended over them, still, as many of the
ablest jurists and statesmen of the north, and
Mr. Webster among them, contended that these
laws were in force, the south believed that it
was the duty of Congress to have repealed them,
and to have extended the same proteetion to
slave as other property, when, the Con-
stitution, it should be taken into these Territo-
ries; that the duty to protect did not carry along
with it the right to exclude or destroy. Andto
test this question, Hon. Jefferson Davis, then a
senator from Mississippi, offered the amend

But a southern Presidentof the United States, [ 'ment to the compromise bills, and made the

who now sleeps in his grave, and whose admin-
istration shed so mueh lustre upon our institu-
tions, affixed to that bill his signature. Had
he then doubted the futare observance of the
obligations of that compromise when a case
should arise in which its benefits would inure
to the south, his message upon the bill suffi-
cient!y shows it never could have received his
signature,  Then let not those who rejected
this line whenever it was proposed in 1830, and
avowed their hostility to it beeause of its sup-
posed benefits to the south, now attempt to im-
pose upon the credulity of an honest ple by
the hypoeritical cant for the sacred obligations
of compacts.

“In December, 1519, application was made to
Congress by the people ot the Missouri Territory
for admission into the Union as » State. The dis-
cussion upon the subject in Congress involved the
guestion ot slavery, and was proseented with such
violence as to produce excilements alarming to
every patriot in the Union. But the genius
of conciliation which presided at the birth of our
institutions finglly prevailed, and the Missouri
compromise was adopted. The eighth section of
the act ¢f Congress of the Gth of March, 1520, ‘to
agthorize the people of the Missouri Territory to
form a constitution and State government,” &e..

rovides: * That, in all that territory ceded by

France to the United States, under the name of
Louwsiana, which lies north of 36° 30' porth lati-
1ude, not included within the limits of the Btate
contemplated by this act, slavery and involontary
servitude, otherwise than in the punishment of
crimes, whereof the parties shall bave been duly
convicted. shull be aud is hereby forever prohib-
ited : Provided, always, Thal any person escaping
jnto the sawe. [rom whom labor or service is law-
fully claimed in any State or Territory of the Uni-
ted States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaim-
ed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her
lahor or service #fore=aid.”

“This compromise had the effect of ealming the
troubled waters, and resioring peace and good
will thronghout the Union.

*The Tercitory of Oregon lies far north off 36°
30" the Missouri and Texas compromise line. Its
southern boundary is the parallel of forty-two, leav-
ing the intermediate distance to be three hundred
and thirty geographiesl miles.

“ And it 1s because the provisions of this hill are
not juconsistent with the terms of the Missour
compromise, if extended from the Rio Grande to
the Pacific ncean, that | have not felt at liberty to
withhold my sanction. Had it embraced territo-
ries souih of that compromise, the question pre-
seanted for my consideration would have been of a
far different character, nnd my action upon it must
have corresponded with my convictions.

* Holding as a sacred trust the Executive au-
thority fur 1he whole Union, and bound to guard
the rights of @'}, 1 should be constrained, by a sense
of duty. to withhold my official sanction trom any
measure which would contlict with these import-
ant objects.”

The Neshville eonvention, which has been so
much misrepresented and so little understood,
composed of delegates who had met together
not to hatch treason as has beon falsely charged,
but to consult for the common good, to avert,
if possible, the threatened danr’r, to assert the
equality of the sonthern States in the Union,
and the right of the southern people to carry
with them into our common territory their pro-
peity, and to enjoy it while there, agreed to |
take as a scttlement of this question the Mis-
souri compromise.

The eleventh resolution of that convention
declares :

“That in the event a dominant majority shall
refuse to recognise the great constitutional rights
we assert, und =hall continue to deny the obliga-
tions of the federal government to maintain them,
itis the sense of this convention that the Territo-
ries should be treated as property, and divided be-
tween Lhe sections of the Union, so that the rights
ol both sections be adequately secured in their re-
spective shares ; that we are aware this course is
open 1o grave objections, but we are ready to ac-

niesce tn the adoption of the line of 36 30" north

atitude, extending to the Pacific ocean. as an ex-
treme convession upon considerations of what 1s
due 1o the stability of our institutions.”

Having thus disregarded it, through o long
series ol years, and adhered to it in no single
instance where the sonth wonld be benefited,
what shameless hypocrisy is it now, for the ene-
mies of this bill to accuse its friends with vio-
lating plighted faith.

This offer, 80 repeatedly made—made, too, in
good fuith by the best, trucst, and ablest men
of the south, to restore peace and quiet to the
country, to banish the slavery question, so
franght with danger to the Union itself, from
the halls of Congress—was not aceepted.

Such wus the aspeet of this question u!l)on
the meeting of the thirty-first Congress. The
spirit of abolition was rife and rampant, and
everywhere triumphant at the north. The south
had contributed largely of her treasure, and her
sons had shed their blood on every field of bat-
tle in Mexico, to acquire this territory ; yetthe
edict kad gone forth, that every foot of it should
be wrested from her and appropriated t> the
purposes of freesoilers and abolitionists at the
north. Under these eireumstances, a series of
measures, known as the compromise of 1850,
was adopted. And permit me to gay, that, in
my opinion, at least, a large majority of the
southern people were opposed to that eompro-
mige ; but 1 speak here only for the constitun-
ents | have the honor in part to represent on

this floor.

I procead now not to diseuss these measures,
but briefly tv state the objections which many
is the south had to them. Butl wish it under-
stood ﬂ}st L qud .-'Illiu:.' 10 wan's matives, nor im-
pugn his patriotism, for having sustaived these
measures here or elsewhere,

First: the south objected to the ndmission of
Califurnia, because no territorial government
had been organized for that Territory ; becanse
of the irregularities attending the formation of

following explanation, both of which I quote
from the Congressional Globe :

“ Mr. Davis, of Mississippi. 1 offer the follow
ing amendment: To sirike ot in the sixth line of
the tenth section the words ‘ in respect to African

slavery,’ and insert the words# with those righis

of property growing out of the institution of Alri-
can slavery as it exists in any of the States of this
Union.” The object of the amendment is to pre-
vent the territorial legislature from legislating
against the rights of property growing out of the
institution of slavery.

“Mr. DovGras. 3 it in order to ask for a divi-
sion of the question ? i

“The PrEsipine Orricer. Itis not.

“Mr. Davis, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I
will state very briefly the object I bad in view in
offering the amendent. It was to test the sense
of the Senate on the single question, whether the
right 1o the service of man, whether the right of,
roperty in slaves, as it exists in Lhe slaveholding
States of the Union, shall receive the same pro-
tection which ather property shall receive in the
Territories of the United States. The language
of the bill, as it stands, would seem to exclude
the idea of the right of property growing out of
the institution of African slavery to receive the
same protection from the Territoriol legislatare as
is accorded to all other species of property. As 1
now propose Lo amend the bill, it will prevent the
Territorial legislature from invading the rights of
the inhabitants of the slaveholding States. [am
willing to leave the question to be decided accord-
ing to the grent cardinal principles of the demo-
cratic party, that the people inhabiting a Terrri-
tory, when they come to form a State constitution
for themselves, can do as they please. Tt will
leave to the territorial legislature those rights and
powers which are essentially necessary, not only
to the preservation of property, but to the peace
of the Territory. It will leave the right to make
such police regulations as are necessary to pre-
vent disorder, and which will be absolutely neces-
sary with such property as that, to secure its ben-
eficial use 10 its owner. With this brief explana-
tion, [ submit the amendment.

But it was rqiected, and the Utah and New
Mexico bills finally passed with the following,
clanse:

* And, when admitted as a State, the said Terri-
tory, or any portion of the same, shall be received
into the Unien, with or without slavery, as their
constitution may prescribe at the time of their
admission.”

This is what the south got by the compro-
mise of 1850—with the exception of the fugi-
tive slave law, which is only valuable becanse
of the constitutional right it was passed to en-
force, but which is of little practical benefit
to the south—not the repeal of the Mexican
laws, but the bare recognition of the right of
the people, at the proper time. to accept or re-
ject slavery, as they may prefer,

These measures of compromise, then, to
which the gonth was thus opposed, and against
which the sternest and most determined oppo-
sition was made, became the laws of the land ;
passed through all the forms required by the
Constitution of the country; California had
been admitted in the Union, with all the priv-
ileges of a sovereign State; Texas had ac-
cepted the $10,000,000 offered her by Con-
gress, and the President was proceeding to
f)al:‘ry into effect the Utah and New Mexico

ills.

The question’ then presented itself, what
was the south to do in view of the crisia which
was upon her? The voice of Virginia was
first heard on this subject—a State which had
never faltered in its devotion to the troe prinei-
ples of the Constitution; which first unfurled
the hanner of State rights and State remedies,
during the memorable conflict of 1798 and
1799; which first declared the great doctrine
of the resolutions of Jefferson and Madison,
the triumph of which was the triumph of popu-
lar liberty and the sovereignty of the States
over the illegitimate encronchments of federal
power.

The following resolutions, offered by Hon.
Henry A. Wise, were allopted by a meeting of
the democrats of Virginia on the 17th Februa-
ry, 1851 : 3

“4. Resolved, That it is the object of this meet-
ing to heal past and prevent future discussions,
caused by the continued agitation of past issues,
and of the mode of their adjustment, among the
friends of the Union and of State rights, of demge-
racy and of the confederacy, of liberty and of laie.

3. Resolved, That sll further sgitation of these
issues, and of tneir late adjustinent, eitherupon the
one hand or upontheother, having no practical end,
is now worse than vain, andis dangerous alike 1o
all that s precious in the Union and that is worth
preserving in the States.

“ 6. Resolved, That to appeal, on the one hand,
lo State sovereignties, now to attempt by a resort
to extremns remedies ta waudo what has been done, tx
to invoke them-rto risk the good which ix still left,
and which iy too precions to be jeoparded for that,
whatever it be, which is lost and whick cannit be
restored, and appeals, on the other hand, 10 a
love of the Union, and to federal power, intended
to smpair if not destroy the rights of the States,
and (o destroy State pride, are no less odious than
they are in the design of convarting the holicst senti-
ments of patriots into meve political eapital, to be
traded 1pon by that party for conselidation, which is
as destructive of the Union and of the Coustitution
of the confederacy as it is of the nghts of the States
and of the liberties of the fnap.fc."

The following resolutions were adopted by
the legislatare of that State, with but one dis-
senting voice :

“1st. Be ut therefore resolved by the gencral assem-
My of Virginia, That whilst this State deeeply sym-
pathizes with South Carolina in the feelings excit-
ed by the unwarrantable interference ol certain
non-slaveholding States with our common institu-
tions, and whilst diversity of opinion exists among
the people of this Commonwealth in regard 1o the
wisdom, justice, and constitutionality of the mea-
sures of ihe late Congress of the United States,
taken as a whole, and commonly known as the
compromise measures, yet the legislature of Vir-
ginia deems it a duty to declare 1o ber sister State

her constitution, and because to the exclusion | of Sonth Carolina that the people of this State

of the southern people and their property, that
vast territory, with all its glittering wealth and
boundless resources, had been taken possession
of by those who chanced first to reach it, and
appropriated to themselves. I do not deem it
necessary, in this connexion, to allude to the
agency of the government in much that trans-
pired there. ‘T'he grave has closed over the re-
mains of our then illustrious Chief Magistrate,
aod I have no disposition unnecessarily to refer
to reminiscences connected with the events of
that period. I am mercly stating the general
objections of the south to the admission of Cal-
ifurnia, under the circamstances econnected
with her application.
Vo human eye can penetrate the future, but |
I frankly admit that up to this period, so far as |
political power is concerned, the south has lost
nothing by the admission of Califormia. I say
this much as an act of justice fo her senators
aud representatives here, who, by their sup rt.l
of this bill, have shown that they intend to |
stand hy the Constitution, with all of its Fuu-
::;;:‘T: of protection to the institutions of the
The south ohjected to the bill changin
bonndaries between Texas and N"slug,i
because she believed that Texas was entith
to the boundaries prescribed by her constitu-
tion, and because $10,000,000 were paid to
Tezas as an inducement for her to dl:;'

80, & | tion, the people of

| are unwilling 1o 1ake any action (in consequence

| of the same) calculated 1o destroy the integrity of

| this Union.

| . Resolved. 2d, That, regarding the said ncts of
| the Congress of the United States, taken together,
as an adjustient of the exciting questions to

| which they relate, and cherishing tiie hope that if
fairly executed they will restore 10 the counmy
that harmony and “confidence which of late have
been so unhappily disturbet, the State of Virginia
deews it unwise (in the present condition of the
country) 1o send delegates to the proposed South-
ern Congress.”

Tennessee and Georgin took precisely the
same . position, that of acquiescence in these
measures ; and South Carolina, more jealous
of her reserved rights, if possible, thin any
State in the Union—in whose soil slumber the
remains of the great champions of State rights,
Hayne, McDuffie, and Calhoun—after solemnly

| protesting against its injustice, acquiesced inthat

compromise. And in Mississippi, the question
was distinetly made, in the election of delegates
to a State convention, whether the people would
accept these measures, or require amendments
::I' tbem.hl tl;’old in my hand the resolutions
opted by the majority of that convention,
and those reported bmg minority, both taking
precisely the same ground, so far as sequies-
cence in these measures is concerned:
Hesolution.] .
Resolved, Than, in the opinion of this conven-
Hliliul::(. in a spirit of con-

“y,

cilintion and en?onllqhvt maturely consid-
the action em! ing a series
:?:uuum h.ﬁt the e of ch.' o;nilgol-
te into 1 ler ¢
% mnuv? %m Jew Mexico, the.
mnﬁ-lumu f the boundary between the latter
and the State of Te the suppression of the
slave trade in the District of Columbia, and the
extradition m slaves; and, connected with
them, the rej of the proposition to exclude

and to nbolish it in the District of Columbia; and,

whilst they do not entirely approve, will abide by

it as a permanent adjustment of this sectional

controversy, 8o long as the same in all its features

shall be faithfully adhered 1o and enforced.™
[Minority Resolutions.]

“2, Resolved, Thatthis convention deems it right
and proper that full weight should be given in its
action to the will of & mujority of the people of
Mississippi, as expressed in the election of Sep-
tember last, in regard to the slavery question,

“3. Resolved, That this convention considers ac-
quiescence in the measures of Congress, called
the compromise, as the settled policy of the penple
of Mississippi, as indicated by that election.”

And to this platform Mississippistilladheres—
not of approval, for, in m¥ opinion, but a small
minority of the peopleof that State approved
these measures, but of acquiescence in them.
And I undertake to say that her great states-
man, [Hon, Jefferson Davis,] who now pre-
sides over the War Department, and who stern-
Iy opposed these measures in every shape in
which they were presented, was never more en-
shrined in the confidence and affections of the
people of Mississippi than ke is to-day.

aving, then, forced upon the south the com-
romise of 1850, we ask the north to adhere to
itin good fuith, to carry out the spirit, mean-
ing, and purpose of the doctrine of non-inter-
vention of these measures.

But we are told that this principle was in-
tended only to apply to that particular Terri-
tory, and that we have no right to expect its
further extension.

But, sir, I deem it proper just here to declare
that if non-intervention means, as some here
contend, the abandonment of any duty by the
federal government to avoid the hazard of per-
forming it, I scorn and utterly reject the doc-
trine. It is onlyacceptable to me and those I
represent a8 a principle, which is to confine
the action of the federal government to the
great objects for which it was instituted, not to
felter its arm, so that it eannot hold its protect
ing shield over every citizen of the United
States, whether found within the territory sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the federal govern-
ment, or upon the high scas, where federal
protection alone could avail him. Then tell
me not this doctrine was for Utah and New
Mexico alone; and, above all, tell me not it was
there or elsewhere to screen the federal gov-
ernment from the performance of the duties for
which the eitizen pays tax to the government—
the security of political, personal, and property
rights. With this interpretation of the doctrine
of nop-intervention,l acceptit; and ifit was only
intended to apply to this particular Territory,
this principle was never designed to be a final
settlement of the slavery question. This agi-
tation is to go on; the halls of Congress are to
be the scene of continued strife and contention.
The press is still to teem with inflammatory
:Inpeals to the lowest passion of the people.

obs are to be lashed into fary by abolition
orators, and the slavery battle is to be fought
over again, whenever a square mile of territory
is acquired, or Congress called upon to organ-
ize territorial government.

Sir, if this be true, the action of State and
national conventions, pledging fidelity to these
measures, as a settlement, fixed and irrevoca-
ble, of this question, in fact and principle, was
worse than a mockery.

If I understand, and I hope I do not mistake,
the sentiment of those with whom I am asso-
ciated here, they propose to repeal the Missouri
compromise, because it was a usurpation of
power for Congress to attempt to exclude any
particular species of property from any portion
of that Territory, which they held in trust for
the common benefit of the States; and if 1
am not mistaken in this opinion, how can they,
in the same breath which declares that act void

and inoperative, deny that those laws which
were passed for the protection of slave property
within this Territory, shall not have the effect
given to them by these enactments? They
were covered by the prohibition of 1820. We
now declare that Congress had no authority
thus to bury them; and, taking the covering
off, what right have we to say that they shall
not resume the vitality of which this incubus
derives them ? .

Does this Territory belong to the States, as
described in the Constitution, or is it the prop.
erty of those who, in the race of emigration,
shall be the first to reach it? Let it not be
said that I have asked a question which admits
of but one answer; for upon the answer to this
question depends the solution of that difficulty
which now, and for years past, has convulsed
our country from its centre to its circumference.
If it be the property of the States, and Con-
gress, as the trustee of the States, holds it in
charge, then we are bound to administer it for
the benefit of all the people of all the States—
those for whom we hold the trust.

We may delegate any portion of the power
we possess to such authority as we may consti-
tute within the Territories; but this authority
can derive from us no more power than we
have, and exercise no power which is not so
derived.

But if, on the other hand, the doctrine of
squatter sovereignly be the trne one—thatis to
gay, if the Territories belong to those few or
many who may chance first to reach it—then
we have nothing to delegate. The power of
legislation is theirs by inherent right, and the
duty to administer is theirs, not ours. Under
this view of the case, we have no right to ap-
point a governor, judges, and other officers ; no
obligation to sapport a territorial government ;
no right to tax the people of the United States
for that purpose. And to one of these extremes
or the other I hold sound logic and a regard for
truth compels every man to go. My position
is the first ; and therefore I htﬁd that Congress,
in cle!egntini powers to the territorial govern-
ment, must have due regard to the limits of the
Constitution, measuring out in each case in
proportion to the capaeity of the inhabitants to
receive, and in no case surrendering that super-
visory control which, as the agents of the States,
they are hound to retain until the States them-
selves shall, in one of the forms established,
release them,

I have frankly nnd freely presented my views,
and have not withheld thuse objections which
I feel to some amendments which have been
incorporated in this bill; and to those who,
viewing this subject from a different point, find
objections to the measure of a different charac
ter from those I have presented, I will say, in
that kindness and comity which should animate
us all, as the sons of & common ancestry and
the recipients of a common inheritance, that T
seek no trinmph over them, and am willing to
make as large sacrifices for the peace and com-
mon interests of our country as my duty to
those who have honored me with their confi-
dence, and entrosted to me in part their inter-
est here, will permit. Had each State and each
individual, when our fathers met to form this
Union, insisted upon every opinion which was
entertained, we lE:nld not have lived to enjo
the blessing or glory in the trinmphs whic
have resulted from the different policy and the
wise concessions of those great and good men
who founded our political temple.

I am not insensible to the appeal of those
northern men, who refer to the excitement ex-
isting among their eonstituents ; and 1 do not
ask them to brave more than every southern
man must meet who votes for this bill. Tt is
not the measure of the rights of the south; the
southern people will not so consider it. But I
rely upon their patriotism to aceept such de-
daction from the full measure to which they
are entitled as does'not tarnish their honor or
endanger their safety. Will not our northern
friends do as much? Are the: uired to do
more? Who does not foresee this ques-

slavery from the Territories of the United States, | 4o

ﬁllu,ho  will buréa forﬂt: with :
who can confidently say e power
will then exist to allay the elemental strife? ls
, i compromise of so great' conse-
quence to the north, that they are wil to
ruu the hazard of sectional war? Is the Con-
stitution in their eye worth so little, that, to
gain a political advantage or a mere trinmph

on this tion, they are willing to obstruct
those ri of property and those political
privi which the compromise of our Union
was ordained to secure and perpetuate? No;

these are questions which are answered when
they are asked, and they are put onlhy as an-
ﬁther' form of attracting at;enlion tlf; ‘;1 at I be-
ieve the ition to be on which we are
now odledptr:l:lo:cide.

1f I am correct—and who here will gainsa
it ? that we cannot postpone this subject wit
any hope of better adjustment, then have I not
a right to claim of every one, who loves his
country and its institutions too well to imperil
either for a personal or sectional advantage, to
bﬁnghinoﬁing of prejudice or affection to
the altar of the common good, and there lay it
a sacrifice to the divinity of patriotism ? In
this spirit there can be but little difficulty in
arranging all the questions which are before
us in the seale olsl justice and constitutional
equality, and thus presenting to the countr
evidence of our purity, of our worthiness to ad-
minister an inheritance won by so many sacri-
fices of patriotism and valor, and transmitting
to those who come after us a rule of conduct
which, it may be hoped, reason will approve
and experience confirm,
R e e e i e TS e N e, TR

Supreme Court of the United States,
Tuoespay, April 25, 1854.

Bylvester L. H. Ward and Lucius E. Bulke-
ley, esqs., of New York, were admitted attor-
neys and counsellors of this court.

No. 82, William A. Smith et al. vs. Leroy
Swormstedt et al. Appeal from the circuit
court of the United States for Ohio. Mr. Jus-
tice Nelson delivered the opinion of the court,
reversing the decree of said circnit court, and
remanding the cause for further proceedingsin
conformity to the opinion of this court.

No. 126. John G. Deshler, plaintiff in error,
vs. George C. Dodge. This cause was argued
by Mr. Stanbery, for the plaintiff in error, and
by Messrs. Pugh and Spalding, for the defend-
ant in error.

No. 89. Louis D.JGamache et al. plaintiffs in
error, vs. F'rancois X. Piquignot et al. The
argument of this cause was commenced by Mr.
Holmes, for the plaintiff in error.

Adjourned till to-morrow, at 11 o'clock, a.m,

General Fntelligence.

Important Discovery.— Great guns, boulels
asphyaiants, liquid fire, Paixhan’s and Warner's

long-rangers, and other humane contrivances for |

shortening life and the duration of war, being in
great repute just now, we give the following in-
teresting communication from a writer in Paris,
describing the application of an important French
invention to naval warfare:

“The great invention of the day, the submarine
navigation of Dr. Payerne, is about to be putin
practice at Cherbourg, the company purchasing
the invention having volunteered to cleanse that
harbor free of expense to the government. The
secrel consists in the discovery of'a means where-

+ by artiticial air may be produced in suflicient quan-

tity to enable n crew of fourteen men to breathe
freely beneath the water for the space of four
hours. A curious experiment has been already
made at Marseilles, where Dr. Payerne, in com-
pany with three sailors, went to the bottom, in the
presence of hundreds of spectators, and rose at a
considerable distance and climbed the port-holes
of a man-of-war without being perceived by the
crew. Many experiments are about to be tried ot
the efficacy of this novel means of attack. A sab-
marine fleet of small boats, each to contdin a crew
of twenty men, is already talked of as being about
to be organized for the Black sea. It seems that
no intimation whatever is given, by the slightest
rufle on the surface, of the approach of one of
these vessels. The apparatus invented by Dr.
Payerne enables the wearer, moreover. to move
about with perfect ease at the bottom of the sea,
and great anticipations are formed of the immense
benelit 1o be derived in submarine history from the
adoption of this new methed of becoming nc-
quainted with the hitherte unknown mystery of
the ocean. However, it is not a bad reflection on
the spirit of the age in which we live 1o remark.
that the first application of this tremendous power,
which should take rank with the electric telegrapl,
us prool of the wondrous perseverance and inge-
nuity of man, has been made use of for the ~up-

ly of oysters from Granville for the halles of

aris.."—Evening Post
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Serious Flght between Students and Fire-
men in Cambridge.—About eleven o'clock, last
night, an alarm of fire 'was sounded in Old Cam-
bridge, in consequence of the partial burning of a
small old barn on North avenue, above the col-
leges. As we are informed, a volunteer fire com-
pany, composed principally of elderly citizens, first
turned out, and on their way to the fire received
some insults from a party of students, but of which
they thought proper to take no notice. Soon after,
as Hydrant Company No. 4, of Cambridgepor,
were approaching the fire, they likewise were in-
sulted by a company of about twenty-five students,
who, upon remonstrance heing made by one ol the
firemen, added to their misconduct by throwing
dirt and whatever light missiles were at hand.

A general fight now commenced, during which
one or two pistols and several knives were drawn
by the students, but we do not learn that any per
son is known to have been injured directly by the
weapons. The firemen also defended themselves
with their “spanners,” and so violenl was the con-
test, that Mayor Edwards came upon the ground
and attempted to read the “riot net,” but was
forced to desist.

During the melee, Captain Thomas 8. Stevens,
foreman of No. 4, and T. H. Raymond, a member
of the same company, received some severe
wounds upon the face. We believe none of the
students were seriously hurt.

The affray lasted about half an hour, but was
finally quelled I‘wthe aid of the engineers, police,
and citizens. e learn that several arrests are
to be made.—Boston Transeript.

A Russian Prince.—In the Transeript of last
evening, I noticed a statement that * Prince Dem-
idofl promises to contribute $400,000 pér annum
to the expenses of the Russian war as long as it
lasts ;" and send herewith an extract ofa late Jet-
ter from a friend, who has been for more thana
year past in Florence, concerningthis same prince,
who, it would appear, cannot pay his debts !

If Demidoff 15 a specimen of the nobles who
have promised their support, I think the Czar will
nut have much to be thankful for! Bosrox,

¢ Fronexer, March 13,1854.—Demidofi”s palace
and grounds here are said 1o Eurpass any regal
residence, which is rather queer; for, within a fc\!v
days the principal Italian banker here (uot Tenzi)
has failed for some millions, and it has been caused,
they say, by Demidofi’ whoowes the banker eighty
thousand doflars, besides owing nearly everybody
else in Florence. Is not this strange ? They sa
he never pnys any one until sued and insulted.
He was going ofl for Russia in a great hurry some
days ngo, but this affair retains him.” 3

[Bosten Transeript.
B sl

Paixhan Guns,—In a long letter to the Paris
Moniteur, General Paixbhan states that tl_l! Rus-
sians, in their attack upon Sln:lp!. used chiefly the

uns which bear his name, and that the Turkish
rigutes were armed only with ordinary 54-pound-
ers. He disaproves of the huge three-deckers and
towering line-of-battle ships of the French and
English navy, like the NIH}NQ, (which, by the
wny, has been sent back to Toulon, an utter fails
ure,) and gives a decided preference to frigates
and single-decked ships, armed with guns of great
calibre. The vast double or ireb ked ships,
he says,"will suffer more under fire, and do less
danminge 1o their opponents in | rtion to their
armaments than the frigate-built ships, indepen-
dent of their greater cost ; and that a few well.
managed guns of large size will be generally de-
cisive in any future naval act

i

' Flies.— My dear klmlﬂd Beau fi‘: -
O & waiter in a hotel, “ 1 respect for flies;
fond of 1 )

indeed, T may say [ am , but T like 1o
have them and my milk in glasses ; lhn:
mix 80 much better, when you have control of bot

ingredients.” ¢

at |
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CONGRESS.

In the Senate, yesterday, after the passage of
two bills of no public importance, thedoors were
closed for executive business, and remained
closed till 3 o’clock, when the Senate adjourned.

In the House of Representatives, Mr. Ewing
introduced a resolution calling upon the Presi-
dent of the United States to inform the House
what steps, if any, have been taken by this
government to secure the permanent acknow-
ledgment by treaty of the rights of neutrals
by the governments of Great Britain and
France,and what degree of success has attended
such efforts, if any have been made; and also
to inform the House whether, in any particu-
lar, the government of Great Britian has as-
sumed to act for Spain in the negotiation con-
sequent upon the seizure of the Black Warrior;
what degree of responsibility that government
has assumed in the matter ; and, if s0 nssuming
to net for Spain, upon what pretext, if any is
alleged, The resolution was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

The House went into Committee on the de-
ficiency bill, when Mr, Benton made a speech
against the bill establishing territorial govern-
ments for Nebraska and Kansas.

-t ua . o e e e
FOREIGN NEWS.

Under our telegraphic head will be found an
abstract of interesting foreign news by the
Arabia. She arrived at Halifax yesterday.

Affairs in the east are generally unchanged.
But two engagements have taken place, and
these of no great importance—an attack upon
Kalafat, in which the Russians were repulsed
and pursued ; another on the right bank of the
Danube, where, also, a detachment of Russians
were nearly annihilated.

Nothing of importance has taken place with
the fleets of the Baltic and Black seas. The
Greek insurrection is declining,

THE BADGER AMENDMENT.

The Nebraska bill, which passed the Senate,
has met with considerable opposition at the
north, especially amongst the whigs of that
region. Abolition fanatics have also assailed
it with intemperate zeal and disgusting fero-
city, because it repenls the anti-slavery restric-
tion of the Missouri act. Three thousand New
England clergymen have even gone so far as to
insult the government and outrage the public
by transmitting to the Senate a blasphemouns
protest against the repeal of that odious and
unconstitutional restriction.

Candor compels us'to state,further, that there
is some show of opposition in the south to the
Nebraska bill as it passed the Secnate; but
that show of opposilion does not grow out of
the proprosed repeal of the Missouri compro-
mise, for it is based principally, if not entirely,
on the amendment adopted on the motion of
Senator Badger, of North Carolina, which de-
clares that nothing contained in the bill shall
be construed o revive or gt in foree any law
or regqulation which may have existed prior {o
the act of Gth March, 1820, either protecting,
establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery.”

We must be permitted to say, with all due
deference, that the positions assumed by those
of the south who oppose the Senate hill be-
cause of Mr, Badger's amendment appear to
us as occupying most untenable ground. Some
of their statements strike at the bill itself
even if the amendment had never been thought
of; and we believe that all of their argunments,
if carefully analyzed and traced to their legiti-
mate consequences, would be found to have as
strong a bearing against the bill without the
amendment as against the amendment itself.

The assertion that the passage of the Senate
bill will be only a seeming recognition of
southern rights and a barren and profitless re-
turn to the true principles of the Constitution,
cannot surely justify opposition to the bill be-
cause of the amendment brought forward by
Mr. Badger; for the bill as amended extends
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, not locally inapplicable, over the two
territories proposed to be crected. It is assert-
ed that soil and climate and the superior fa-
cilities which the inhabitants of the non-slave-
holding States have of settling those territories
will insure that they will probibit slavery. If
these assertions be well founded, they must exist
independent of Mr. Badger's amendment ; for
that no more than the hill itself will be re-
sponsible for those peculiarities of soil and
climate or the superior facilities for emigration
enjoyed by the people of the north. Would
any one undertake to alter the character of the
soil or modify the temperature of the climate
of Nebraska? Does the Constitution empower
Congress to check and curh emigration from
any State to any portion of the Union ?

Considerations affecting the character of the
population which may settle a territory and
form a State government have nothing to do
with the Nebraska bill or the amendment, ex-
cept 5o far as the one or the other may under-
take to fix the character of the settlers by
granting privileges to some and imposing re-
struints on others, The Constitution must be
the basis of our reasoning ; and when a depar-
ture has been made from the principles and
guaranties contained in that instrument, it isa
safe and good thing to retrace our steps with-
out consulting or seanning an account of profit
and loss.

But men who are willing te sustain the bill
argue that the Badger amendment takes away
from it all virtue as a return to the true princi-
ples of the Constitution, heecause it prevents
the revival of laws respecting slavery which
existed in Nebraskp anterior to the act of
March 6, 1820, And here we wonld call at-
tention to the fact that the amendment does
not touch that provision of the bill which ex-
tends the Constitution and the laws not locally
inapplicable over the proposed Torritories ? It
is an unsafe thing for a southern man to ex-

press & want of confidence in the protection

.| Ttisusged, however, that the naked original

Coustitution

which the
lating

i :
bill repealing the restriotive clause of the Mis-
souri et would reyive positive laws which
established and protected slavery in the Lou-
isiana Territory, and that the Badger amend-
ment, inasmuch as it prevents and forbids that
revival, is in derogation of the constitutional
principle of non-intervention.

Now we hold that there are no laws favora-
ble to the slaveholder which could be revived
by the naked repeal of the Missouri restriction,
and that Mr. Badger's amendment does no more
than declare what was set forth in the original
bill. Viewing it in this light, we expressed
our regrets that it was introduced, because we
feared- it wounld perplex the minds of some
whose impulses are patriotic and whose prinei-
ples are sound. We hold that there are no laws
favorable to the slaveholder which could be
revived by the original bill, for the original bill
bears upon its face clear and cogent evidence
that it did not contemplate the resuscitation of
any law which was rendered null and of no
effect by the Missouri restriction. It expressly
declares a purpose to give full scope to a new
principle recognised in 1850; and then it makes
an emphatic declaration, which precludes all
ides of an intention to revive laws anterior
to1820. It should be remembered, that the com-

ing o repealing act is based upon nothing but a
presumed intention to revive a previous law by
theact of repeal. Does the original bill leave
any grounds for such a presumption? Most cer-
tainly not. Ttdoes not leave room for the slight-
estbelief that it proposesto repeal the eighthsec-
tion of the Missouri act, because it was inconsist-
ent with anferior laws. On the contrary, the bill
expressly declares that the Missouri act ought
to be repealed, because it is in derogation of
principles subsequently recognised by Congress.
It then goes on to state its true intent and
meaning to be “not {o'legislate slavery into
any Teyritory, or to exclude it therefrom, but to
leave the peaple thereof perfectly free to form
and regulate their domestic institutions in their
own way, subject only to the Constitution of
the United States.” The amendment of Mr.
Badger follows immediately after the words we
have quoted; and we are unable to perceive
that it adds anything to their force or effect, or
in any manner qualifies their import.

A PANIC.

The Washington letter-writers got up quite a
panic on Monday. They gave notice of a trick,
a stratagem, a fraud, by which the Nebraska
bill was to be passed in the House of Repre-
sentatives. The announcement of it did not
more astonish the friends of the bill than it
alarmed its opponents. Several of the anti-
Nebraska journals took it up, and urged the
return of the absent members to Washington
to defent it. One of these jotdrnals, in its
trembling anxiety, set down the absent oppo-
nents of the bill at seventy, and despaired of
defeating the scheme, unless they could be in-
duced to return. Even our venerable neighbor
of the Infelligencer shared in the general ap-
prehension. Its columns of Monday contained
the following :

“To-Day,—If the prognostications of the
letter-writers may be relied on, this will be an
important day in the House of ReEresenmtives.
The intelligent correspondent of the New York
Courier writes as follows:

“¢When the Territorial Committee, which
will be next called for, [to-day,] reports, its
chairman, Mr. Richardson, will present the Ne-
bragka bill divested of the Clayton and Badger

amendments. If all the wires work, the bill
will be passed under the previous question in
one hour.’ ?

# Another writer, the Washington correspon-
dent of the Philadelphia Ledger, who, from his
official connexion with one of the House com-
mittees, may be considered well-advised, writes
as follows :

“¢It has been resolved upon not to disturb
the Nebraska bills now before Congress—neither
the Senate bill, whichis beyond the reach of
the House this session, nor the House bill in-
troduced some time since by Mr. Richardson.
The plan is to report a new bill from the Com-
mittee on Territories, somewhat different from
the bill previously reported, and te put that bill
either at once on its passage, under the screw-
driver of the previous question, or to place it
on the Speaker's table, where the Senate bill
was, in order to watch an apportunity to pass
it with a thin house, when its friends are ready
for action and its opponents sick or absent
from the city. There is scarcely a quorum
present at this moment, and hence this is the
time to obtain a snap judgment on the ques-
tion, Next Monday the committees will be
called, and it has been so arranged that but
few will be able to report, or vﬁlﬁ:g to yield
the floor till the Committee on Territories shall
be called. Then will be the time for the friends
of the bill to jump from behind the ambush,
and to make quick work with the opponents of
the bill, or those who may wish to discuss and
amend it. Telegraphic despetches have in the
mean time been sent to all the absent members
within reach of the wires, and next Monday
will see an exciting scene in the House.'"”

That there was no such device, those ac-
quainted with the rules of the House cannot
but be convinced. Those rules are so compli-
cated that they are a study. We do not pre-
tend to understand them, but we know enough
of them to feel certain that such a thing was
utterly and entirely impossible.

We are sorry that our respected contem-
porary of the Infelligencer fell into the trap that
was set for the unwary. We are sorry that they
did not exercise their usoal cantion. If they
listen to the tales of the anti-Nebraska men,
they will find themselves misled, bamboozled,
and humbugged.

Monday passed without the falling of the
much-talked-of pitfall. There whs no snare,
no trap. It was all an invention—an anti-Ne-
braska trick.

8e5 We have received, through Messrs.
Taylor and Maury, 7%e New York Quarterly,
containing among its articles “ Our Naticnal
Post Office,” “The Politics of Russia,” Popu-
lar Amusements,” and the contemporary litera-
tare of the last three months. We shall here-
after take occasion to speak more fally wpon
this work.

We also acknowledge the receipt of Hunt's
Merchants’ Magazine. This work will in June
have completed its 24th semi-annual volume;
containing each nearly 800 pages. It isa work of

‘great utility and interest; being a record of all

great cvents and changes in trade, commerce,
and navigation, as well as current history
of finance, agriculture, mining, and manufac-

3 ” affords to the slave- | tures:
Rﬁhﬂlgtﬂﬂ éﬁ‘ﬂtﬂu[. holder in Territories where there is no law re-{ sive and instructive. The first article in tho
’ e B & slavery. The southern people have | number before us is “ The commerce of the
to dread hostile and unconstitutional le- | Ottoman empire,” by J. P. Brown, consul at

Constantinople.

mon law rule that a revival is effected by annull- |

s it ia comprehen-

os. Tn all s d

& We have received from a friend several
beautiful poetic gems, to which we proposeto give
a place in our columns. They are the produc-
tions of & lovely woman, who has been taken
from the guardianship of her little children,
and for whom and her hushand they were alone
designed. il
[onriGINAL.]
Childhood’s Memories.

Mother, I love the pretty Howers,
They look so fresh and bright,
Smiling in the suashine
From morning until night.
I never know which one 1o choose
Amongst the lovely things,
For, every new one that I sce
Some pleasant fancy brings.
Ah! well do [ remember
The violets wild and blue,
Which about our little home,
The first we ever knew.
Our sister, dear, was with us there,
In all our pleasant plays;
And happy children were we all,
In those bright summer days.
But then there came a dreary time,
When leaves and flowers did full ;
Our dear one faded too with them,
The fairest of them all,
Then we were forced to play alone,
Beneath the autumn shade ;
But all our happiness was goue,
The happiness she made.
Sometimes we would on tiptoe steal,
Her favorite flower to bring;
Too happy when a languid smile,
Received our oflering. .
"Twould break my heart to dwell upon
Those days of pain and woe ;
At last the parting came, and we
Were forced to let her go.
They laid her in a quiet place,
Beneath e greenwood tree,
‘Where we had oft in summer time,
All played so merrily.
Our moss-thatched dairy there we built,
Our little feasts we made ;
Ah! little did we think how snd,
Could be that forest-shade.
But still we loved to linger there,
Though we could see her not:
Aud bring the flowers which she had loved,
To grace our favorile spot.
Now, years have passed, our *little home,”
It shall be ours no more;
Even she another rest hath found,
Far from the household door.
The greenwood tree was taken, too,
Nor were the flowers forgot ;
But soon they withered, drooped, and died
In that strange church-yard spat. -
And sad and lonely seemed it then
That she should there be laid ;
'But soon another little grave
Close by her side was made,
A baby brother, beautiful,
Came after she was gone;
And happy were the few bright days
Of this sweet little one.
But God, in merey, took him, too,
From sorrow, sin, and care ;
And now, close side by side, Ii'wy rest—
{n heaven their spirits are,

And oft, in quiet evening time,
Around our mother's knee.

We come to 1alk of those sweet ones,
So dear to memory,

Oh, may we, like that sister good,
Grow in all purity ;

In love, and peace, and faithfulness,
And sweet humility.

And, like the baby brother, dear,
Be joined to her ahove ;

(When we have done our work on earth,)
Through our good Father’s love.

C. F. D.
PuiLaverema, March 23, 1852.

ITEMS OF NEWS,

Svicipe.—The Richmond Exanminer reports
the suicide of a man at Taylorsville, on the
Fredericksburg and Richmond railroad. He
left the cars at that place, and was afterwards
found near the railroad, suspended in a tree by
his cravat. From papers on his person, his
name is supposed to be S. A. Ruger. In his
pocket were found a gold watch, $300 in money,
and a receipt passage on the Hermann, which
sailed on Saturday last for Bremen,

Cousterrrir or Drcerrivei Nores.—We
see that notes have been put in circulation at
Green Bay, Wisconsin, purporting to be upon
the Metropolitan Bank of Washington, to the
amount of ten or fifteen thousand dollars.
There is no guch bank in this city, and never
has been one of that name. The “Bank of the
Metropolis” is most like it, and the utterers of
these notes no doubt intended they should be
mistaken for the notes of this genuine bank.

Parer Mape FroM Bark.—At a late sitting
of the Societe d'Encouragement pour UIndus-
{rie Nationale of Paris, a report was made of
a plan for making paper of wood. All kinds
of white wood, such as poplar, bass, willow,
and lime, are said to be suitable for the pur-
pose. Specimens of the paper thus manufac.
tured were laid before the society.

New Enoxy Lixe.—A new enterprise is on
foot in New York, It is that of establishing a
Tine of steamers to Liberin. The capital is to
be one hundred thousand dollars, and it is said
that one-hall of that sum has been already sub-
seribed.  Mr. Anson G. Phelps is the president
of the company. They intend to apply for the
contract for carrying the mails to Afriea.

A Youxe Rocue.—One of Mr. Pease's pu-
pils was lately arrested in Boston for having
stolen a gold watch at the Worcester depot.
He is but fifteen years old, and small in stature.
By his affected artlessness he almost deceived
the police.

Tue Hox, Huspnney MARSHALL, late United
States Commissioner to China, and his family,
arrived in this city day before yesterday, and
have taken rooms at the National Hotel.
Bunros's Lisrary.—The private library of
W. E. Burton, of New York, contains upwards
of 17,000 volames in all departments of litera-
ture, a large portion of which are rare and
choice editions and works.

A New Dopor.—A Baltimore lottery dealer
has been addressing his schemes to the boxes
of the New York post office. Among the re-
cipients of these schemes was a reverend gen-
tleman, who informed the Journal of Com-
merce of the fact. ”

Inte United States commissioner at the Sandwich
Islands, has returned to his home in Augusta. We
regret to learn from the Banner that Mr. 8, ia af-
flicted with an incurable cancer, which has already
eaten away his lower lip and chin, and is extend-
ing among the glands of the throat, where the
flesh is decayed, and requires constant dressing

Mr. 8. is fully aware of his situation and of his ap-
ching fate; but is thankful that Providence
permitted hiim to return home to die in the bo-
som of his family, and to have his body buried

amongst his kindred.

Deplorable.—Hon. Luther Severance, of Maine,



